
COVID-19 and the State Economy 

The overall results for October again show the disconnect between the recovery of jobs lost 
during the pandemic and workers returning to the workforce. The change in nonfarm jobs 
(96,800) was 16% above average so far this year; employment gains (32,700) were less than 
half. The improvement in the October jobs number was to be expected, as it was the first full 
month of jobs data following the expiration of enhanced federal unemployment insurance 
benefits. However, a closer look at the data shows that overall labor force participation was 
little changed. Meanwhile, inflation continues to erode the substantial hourly wage gains that 
typically entice workers back into the workforce. 

Using the more relevant unadjusted numbers, jobs by wage level showed improvement across 
all categories. Gains were again strongest within the medium wage industries, but just under 
half the gain came from Government and another quarter from Educational Services as schools 
continued to open. Higher wage industries came in only 1.5% below the pre-pandemic level in 
February 2020, while gains within the lower wage industries improved over the weaker 
performance in the prior two months. 

In the chart below, higher wage jobs are those industries with average annual wages above 
$100,000; medium wage is $50,000 to $100,000; and lower wage is below $50,000. Job data is 
drawn from the industry classifications, unadjusted job numbers, and wage levels generally 
used in the report section below on Nonfarm Jobs. 
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Full Recovery Likely Not Until End of 2023 
While most of the comparisons in this report and elsewhere measure recovery in terms of the 
pre-COVID levels in February 2020, the state lockdowns also shut off what was relatively strong 
growth in 2019. Full recovery consequently should instead be considered in how long it will 
take for the state to return to trend. Continuing the somewhat lower recovery rates 
experienced over the past three months would push back a return to the pre-Covid trend levels 
to the end of 2023.  
 
In both charts, the pre-Covid trend is taken from the average monthly growth rate between 
January 2019 and February 2020. The Current Trend lines are calculated using the numbers 
from the last three months.  
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The prospects for accelerated gains or even continuance at current levels remain unclear. As 
detailed in prior Center reports, the current supply chain blockages remain a constraint on jobs 
growth both due to shortages and rising prices. While shipping for holiday sales is nearing an 
end, these blockages will continue to affect the availability of materials, components, and 
inventory in the months following due to more structural issues related to overall capacity and 
flexibility within the current system. Barring further actions to deal with these challenges, the 
system also remains vulnerable to new stoppages due to ongoing COVID risks. 
 
Other shortages—including labor—remain a constraint on how quickly jobs can be filled. On the 
national level, the most recent surveys from NFIB indicate strong hiring plans by small 
businesses, but with a net 49% (all numbers are net of those indicating yes on the issue vs. no) 
reporting job openings they could not fill in the reporting period. As a consequence, an all-time 
high of a net 44% reported raising compensation. At the same time, equally all-time highs of a 
net 53% reported already raising prices in the current period and 51% planning on higher prices 
in the next three months. Wages and compensation are growing, but the broader cost 
pressures on businesses are contributing to the current inflation eroding these gains. 
 
The prospects within California compared to the other states can be considered using the new 
Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey (JOLTS) estimates now being published for the states. 
In the chart below, the states are ranked according to the number of unfilled job openings in 
September per adjusted unemployed, with adjusted unemployed calculated from the official 
number of unemployed plus workers who have not returned to the labor force since leaving 
after February 2020. 
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Job openings within California remain elevated as with the rest of country, with September 
openings about 400,000 (50%) above the 2019 average. But even at this level, the number is 
not good enough to overcome the state’s recovery lag. Openings at this level indicate the 
state’s job numbers likely will continue to be positive in the coming months, but not necessarily 
at levels that would close the recovery gap with an increasing number of other states, especially 
the employment gap. Overall, jobs potential remains higher elsewhere, especially in those 
states showing one or more jobs available for each unemployed worker, assuming consequent 
higher wages from this situation counters the current labor shortages standing in the way.  
 
Using this measure, California remains poised to continue in its recovery mode for the 
foreseeable future under current policies. A great many other states—those near or above the 
one job per unemployed—are instead poised to move into a renewed growth phase. While 
California has the potential to do better, especially for a wider range of employment 
opportunities beyond the tech and other higher-wage jobs that have grown throughout this 
period, state policies continue to emphasize growth in social assistance programs rather than 
reforms to accelerate a wider range of job types. 
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Job openings also do not necessarily match up with the unemployed. The numbers in the chart 
are based on aggregate job openings, and available skill levels among unemployed workers do 
not necessarily equate with the available job needs. Again using national data from September, 
the largest number of job openings were in Professional & Business Services (17.1%) followed 
by Health Care & Social Assistance (16.7%). Combined, Retail Trade, Leisure & Hospitality, and 
Other Services were 29.6%. The state closures, however, created a much different distribution 
among the unemployed. Professional & Business Services and Health Care & Social Assistance 
combined were only 12% of the total job losses in the initial round of California’s closures. In 
contrast, lower-wage Retail Trade, Leisure & Hospitality, and Other Services accounted for 55%.  
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CaliFormer Businesses: Update  
 
Additional CaliFormer companies identified since our last monthly report are shown below. In addition 
to the regular updates, the list also contains Califormer companies identified in a recent study by Joseph 
Vranich and Lee Ohanian, but which were not covered in our previous listings. These additions from the 
study cover only those since 2018, when the housing market had recovered and made it more possible 
economically for companies and their workers to consider a move. 
 
Companies listed below include those that have announced: (1) moving their headquarters or full 
operations out of state, (2) moving business units out of state (generally back-office operations where 
the employees do not have to be in a more costly California location to do their jobs), (3) California 
companies that expanded out of state, and (4) companies turning to permanent telework options, 
leaving it to their employees to decide where to work and live.  

 

 CaliFormers Update  

Companies From To Reason  Year 

      

1Life Healthcare Inc. San Francisco Atlanta Expansions 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/atlant
a/news/2021/10/2
0/one-medical-
expansion-metro-
atlanta.html 2021 

Aatonomy San Francisco Houston HQ move 

https://houston.in
novationmap.com
/aatonomy-is-
creating-self-
driving-cities-
2645855453.html 2018 

Abyss Creations San Marcos Las Vegas HQ move 

https://www.prne
wswire.com/news
-
releases/innovativ
e-adult-
ecommerce-
company-abyss-
creations-moving-
headquarters-to-
las-vegas-in-
September-2021-
301342589.html 2021 

Adlucent Irvine Austin HQ move 

https://www.austi
nchamber.com/ec
onomic-
development/busi
ness-
climate/relocation
s-expansions 2019 

AFC Finishing 
Systems 

Oroville Idaho HQ move 

https://www.ktvb.
com/article/news/
local/capitol-
watch/idaho- 2020 
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governor-brad-
little-state-of-
state-
address/277-
cadcc52e-822c-
4254-bed2-
8e1599fc623d 

AgencyKPI Inc. Los Angeles Austin HQ move 

https://www.austi
nchamber.com/ec
onomic-
development/busi
ness-
climate/relocation
s-expansions 2020 

Aging 2.0 San Francisco Louisville HQ move 

https://www.wdrb
.com/news/compa
ny-focused-on-
improving-quality-
of-life-for-seniors-
moving-
headquarters-to-
louisville/article_5
68795f8-9a17-
11ea-a123-
5327cfe1959d.ht
ml 2020 

Airbrake 
Technologies 

San Francisco Austin HQ move 

https://www.state
sman.com/story/b
usiness/technolog
y/2020/04/10/soft
ware-firm-
airbrake-raises-
11m-plans-austin-
hq/1372370007/ 2020 

Alfresco Software 
Inc. 

San Mateo 
Massachuset
ts 

HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/sanjos
e/news/2019/10/
23/why-this-bay-
area-software-
company-is-
moving-its.html 2019 

Alpha Paw LLC San Francisco Austin HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/austin
/news/2021/01/2
0/alpha-paw-
austin-relocation-
pet-supply.html 2021 

Alpine Technologies Torrance Michigan 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://torranceca
.wordpress.com/2
018/10/02/alpine-
electronics-is-
reloating/ 2019 

Alto Pharmacy San Francisco Denver HQ2  

https://businessde
n.com/2018/11/2
7/sf-based-digital-
pharmacy-opens-
office-in-golden-
triangle/ 2018 
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Andamiro USA Corp Gardena Texas HQ move 

https://andamirou
sa.com/andamiro-
usa-relocates-hq-
from-southern-
california-to-
northern-texas/ 2021 

Anpac Bio San Jose Philadelphia HQ move 

https://www.inqui
rer.com/real-
estate/commercial
/biotech-spring-
house-innovation-
park-anpac-
cancer-
20191018.html 2019 

Aqua Metals Inc. Alameda Reno 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://www.wate
rtowerresearch.co
m/company/aqua-
metals/ 2018 

Arcturus Aerospace Oxnard Arkansas 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://talkbusine
ss.net/2020/04/ar
cturus-aerospace-
to-move-
operations-from-
california-to-little-
rock/ 2020 

AtScale San Mateo Boston HQ move 

https://xconomy.c
om/boston/2019/
01/28/moving-hq-
to-boston-atscale-
ceo-chris-lynch-
talks-vcs-tech-
scene/ 2019 

Aviat Networks Inc. Milpitas Austin HQ move 

https://investors.a
viatnetworks.com/
news-
releases/news-
release-
details/aviat-
networks-
relocates-
corporate-
headquarters-
austin-texas 2019 

Axiom Memory 
Solutions, Inc. 

Irvine Austin HQ move 

https://www.austi
nchamber.com/ec
onomic-
development/busi
ness-
climate/relocation
s-expansions 2019 

Battle Motors Inc. Venice Ohio 
EV truck 
manufacturing 

https://labusinessj
ournal.com/news/
2021/oct/25/los-
angeles-ev-hub-
charging-ahead/ 2021 

Bedrock Sandals Richmond Montana HQ move 
https://bedrocksa
ndals.com/blogs/a
dventure- 2019 
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sandal/bedrock-is-
moving 

BH North America Los Angeles Los Angeles HQ move 

https://www.area
development.com
/newsItems/5-2-
2018/bh-north-
america-
corporation-
headquarters-st-
charles-
missouri.shtml 2018 

Callaway Carlsbad Salt Lake City HQ move 

https://slenterpris
e.com/index.php/
news/latest-
news/3365-
callaway-golf-
brand-moving-n-
america-hq-to-
utah-bringing-50-
new-jobs 2020 

Canoo Inc. Torrance 
Texas, 
Oklahoma 

EV manufacturing 
and HQ move 

https://labusinessj
ournal.com/news/
2021/oct/25/los-
angeles-ev-hub-
charging-ahead/ 2021 

Cicero Institute San Francisco Austin HQ move 

https://www.state
sman.com/story/b
usiness/technolog
y/2020/11/10/pal
antir-co-founder-
lonsdale-moves-
vc-firm-to-
austin/114804568
/ 2020 

Clean-Energy Corp. Newport Beach Texas 
$1 billion solar 
power/battery 
manufacturing 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/austin
/news/2021/11/1
0/chem-energy-1-
billion-energy-
project-caldwell-
hays.html 2021 

CodeBoxx Sausalito Florida HQ move 

https://stpetecatal
yst.com/another-
tech-firm-set-to-
relocate-
headquarters-to-
st-pete/ 2021 

Cognito Palo Alto Oregon HQ move 

https://ktvz.com/n
ews/central-
oregon/2021/03/0
2/tech-id-
verification-
security-firm-
cognito-moving-
headquarters-to-
sisters/ 2021 

Conner Logistics Fresno Kentucky HQ move 
https://somersetk
yleads.com/califor 2021 
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nia-logistics-
company-
relocates-
headquarters-to-
somerset-pulaski-
county/ 

Crossfit LLC Scotts Valley Colorado HQ move 

https://morningch
alkup.com/2020/1
1/24/crossfit-
headquarters-
moves-to-boulder-
colorado/ 2020 

Daily Wire Los Angeles Nashville HQ move 

https://deadline.c
om/2020/09/the-
daily-wire-ben-
shapiro-jeremy-
boeing-
1234577589/ 2020 

DIQ SEO Silicon Valley Texas HQ move 

https://www.einn
ews.com/pr_news
/544664306/top-
seo-company-
moves-to-austin-
texas 2021 

DMG Newport Beach Ohio HQ move 

https://www.wcp
o.com/money/loc
al-business-
news/cincinnati-
claims-hq-from-
newport-in-big-
jobs-win 2021 

EnerBlu Inc. Riverside Kentucky HQ move 

https://www.prne
wswire.com/news
-releases/enerblu-
completes-
relocation-of-
corporate-
headquarters-to-
lexington-
kentucky-
300641145.html 2018 

Fantic USA Sausalito Denver HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/denve
r/news/2019/09/1
2/fantic-e-bike-
maker-denver-
hq.html 2019 

Flatirons Solutions Irvine Colorado HQ move 
https://www.flatir
onssolutions.com/
news/new-hq/ 2018 

Fox Factory Scotts Valley Georgia 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://www.bicyc
leretailer.com/ind
ustry-
news/2018/10/31
/fox-factory-plans-
move-
headquarters-
california-georgia 2018 
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Ganymede Games Alameda New Mexico HQ move  

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/albuqu
erque/news/2019/
02/06/why-this-
gaming-startup-
chose-to-level-up-
in-las.html 2019 

GetSales San Francisco Austin HQ move  

https://www.austi
nchamber.com/pr
ess-
releases/opportun
ity-austin-
applauds-get-
sales-growth 2018 

Gilad & Gilad Los Angeles Texas HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/dallas/
news/2021/06/24
/texas-california-
headquarters-
relocations-
exodus.html 2018 

Glock Store San Diego Nashville HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/nashvi
lle/news/2020/10/
29/glockstore-san-
diego-nashville-
hq-move-
jobs.html 2018 

Grinds LLC Oakland Indiana 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://www.west
field.in.gov/egov/a
pps/document/ce
nter.egov?view=it
em;id=6188 2019 

GrowthPlug San Jose Oregon HQ move 

https://greaterpor
tlandinc.com/new
s-
events/news/healt
hcare-tech-
company-
growthplug-
moves-hq-to-
beaverton/ 2019 

GuineaDad Los Angeles 
North Las 
Vegas 

HQ move 

https://www.lvgea
.org/three-new-
companies-will-
expand-in-
southern-nevada-
with-help-from-
lvgea/ 2020 

H.E.R.O.S. Inc. Santa Clarita Arizona HQ move 

https://communit
yimpact.com/phoe
nix/chandler/busin
ess/2019/09/04/h-
e-r-o-s-inc-
relocating-
headquarters-to-
chandler/ 2019 
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Hall Technologies Tustin Texas 
HQ and 
manufacturing 
move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/dallas/
news/2021/10/25
/hall-technologies-
headquarters-
jason-
schwartz.html 2021 

Haptx / Axon VR San Luis Obispo Washington HQ move 

https://www.geek
wire.com/2021/ha
ptx-raises-
another-12m-
high-tech-gloves-
relocates-hq-back-
seattle/ 2021 

Honor Home Care 
(HQ2) 

Concord Austin 
Second operations 
center 

https://www.prne
wswire.com/news
-releases/honor-
opens-second-
operations-center-
in-austin-
300735534.html 2018 

Iron Ox San Carlos Texas Second expansion 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/austin
/news/2021/11/1
6/iron-ox-
lockhart-robotic-
farming-
austin.html 2021 

IT Avalon Brentwood Reno HQ move 

https://www.nnb
w.com/news/2021
/jun/17/silicon-
valley-based-it-
recruiting-agency-
moving-h/ 2021 

Joe Rogan 
Experience 

Los Angeles Austin HQ move 

https://www.narci
ty.com/austin/joe-
rogan-moved-to-
texas-this-year-
and-is-already-
being-labeled-an-
official-texan 2020 

JRS Company Covina Texas 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://communit
yimpact.com/austi
n/round-rock-
pflugerville-
hutto/city-
county/2018/02/0
7/ground-breaks-
new-
manufacturing-
headquarters-
hutto-city-
officials-
discussions-bring-
california-
companies-texas/ 2018 

Juul Labs San Francisco DC HQ move 
https://www.npr.
org/local/305/202 2020 
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0/05/07/8520797
53/e-cigarette-
maker-j-u-u-l-to-
relocate-
headquarters-to-
d-c 

Keen Horse Training Arcadia Texas HQ move 

https://www.hors
eracingnation.com
/news/Not_so_Ke
en_about_racing_i
n_California_traini
ng_couple_leaves
_123 2020 

Kinwoven San Diego Oklahoma HQ move 
https://kinwoven.
com/kinwoven-is-
moving-to-tulsa/ 2020 

Lockheed Martin 
FBM 

Sunnyvale Florida HQ move 

https://www.prne
wswire.com/news
-
releases/lockheed-
martin-celebrates-
fbm-
headquarters-
move-to-floridas-
space-coast-
300893270.html 2019 

Lucid Group Newark Arizona 
EV manufacturing 
expansion 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/phoen
ix/news/2021/07/
27/lucid-plans-to-
nearly-4x-size-of-
arizona-
factory.html 2021 

Maxar Technologies San Francisco Colorado HQ move 

https://www.busi
nesswire.com/ne
ws/home/201802
14005850/en/Max
ar-Technologies-
Leader-in-New-
Space-Economy-
Announces-Move-
of-its-
Headquarters-to-
Westminster-
Colorado 2018 

Miro San Francisco Austin Expansion 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/austin
/news/2021/11/1
0/miro-leases-
72000-square-
feet-colorado-
tower.html 2021 

Misfits Gaming 
Group 

Los Angeles Louisiana HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/southf
lorida/news/2020/
02/05/misfits-
gaming-group-to- 2020 
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relocate-to-boca-
raton.html 

Montrose 
Environmental 
Group 

Irvine Arkansas HQ move 

https://montrose-
env.com/montros
e-environmental-
group-announces-
relocation-of-
principal-
executive-offices-
to-little-rock-
arkansas/ 2021 

Mullen Technologies Brea Tennessee 
1.2 million sf ev 
manufacturing 
expansion 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/memp
his/news/2021/11
/09/california-
based-ev-
manufacturer-
tunica-
expansion.html 2021 

Mutual UFO 
Network (MUFON) 

Los Angeles Cincinnati HQ move 

https://www.cinci
nnati.com/story/n
ews/2021/05/19/
mutual-ufo-
network-moving-
headquarters-
cincinnati/516821
9001/ 2021 

National Hot Rod 
Association 

Glendora Indiana HQ move 

https://www.auto
week.com/racing/
nhra/a36466406/n
hra-selling-its-
corporate-offices-
in-glendora-
california/ 2021 

Nexen Tire Diamond Bar Ohio HQ move 

https://www.cleve
land.com/news/20
21/10/nexen-tire-
relocates-us-hq-
to-richfield.html 2021 

Nintendo Redwood City 
Washington/
British 
Columbia 

Consolidation 

https://www.sfgat
e.com/bayarea/art
icle/Nintendo-to-
close-Bay-Area-
office-
16578949.php 2021 

OKIN BPS Mountain View San Antonio HQ move 

https://www.ksat.
com/news/2018/1
0/23/okin-bps-to-
bring-more-than-
1400-jobs-to-san-
antonio-for-us-
headquarters-
location/ 2018 

Old Gringo Boots San Diego Fort Worth HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/dallas/
news/2021/11/19
/old-gringo-boots- 2021 
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fort-worth-
relocation.html 

Optimal Elite 
Management LLC 

Santa Clara Austin 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://ytexas.co
m/texas-
business/california
-company-snags-
great-southwest-
industrial-park-
space-for-texas-
hq-relocation/ 2020 

PerceptIn Santa Clara Indiana HQ move 

https://www.indys
tar.com/story/mo
ney/2019/11/21/a
utonomous-car-
maker-perceptin-
relocating-
california-fishers-
indiana/42537820
02/ 2019 

Plumas Bancorp Quincy Reno HQ move 

https://www.neva
dabusiness.com/2
021/03/plumas-
bancorp-relocates-
corporate-
headquarters-to-
reno-nevada/ 2021 

Premier Displays & 
Exhibits Inc. 

Cypress Las Vegas HQ move 

https://www.exhi
bitoronline.com/n
ews/article.asp?ID
=19917 2019 

Prenexus Health Brawley Arizona 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/phoen
ix/news/2018/05/
09/this-california-
startup-is-moving-
its-
headquarters.html 2018 

Promises Behavioral 
Health 

Long Beach Tennessee HQ move 

https://markets.b
usinessinsider.com
/news/stocks/pro
mises-behavioral-
health-moves-
headquarters-
from-california-to-
tennessee-
1028565912 2019 

Puroast Coffee Co. 
Inc. 

Woodland 
North 
Carolina 

HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/triad/
news/2021/04/23
/puroast-coffee-
co-relocasting-to-
high-point.html 2021 

QQE Summit LLC Newark Ohio 
HQ 
move/manufacturin
g expansion 

https://daytonregi
on.com/ddc/blog/
qqe-summit-llc-
moving-
headquarters- 2020 
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dayton-expanding-
production-facility 

Quetico, LLC Chino Arizona 
HQ/logistics center 
move 

https://www.good
yearaz.gov/Home/
Components/New
s/News/9949/154
9?arch=1 2019 

RaceChip Brea Florida HQ move 

https://www.nwfd
ailynews.com/stor
y/business/2019/1
1/22/german-
auto-chip-tuning-
company-
relocates-to-fort-
walton-
beach/223143400
7/ 2019 

Regroup Mass 
Notification 

San Francisco Dallas HQ move 

https://www.regr
oup.com/news/re
group-mass-
notification-
relocates-
headquarters-to-
texas/ 2020 

RiceBran 
Technologies 

West Sacramento Houston HQ move 

https://www.prne
wswire.com/news
-releases/ricebran-
technologies-to-
relocate-its-
corporate-
headquarters-to-
the-woodlands-in-
texas-as-of-may-
30-2018-
683576281.html 2018 

Samsung (revised) San Jose  Texas 
$17 billion chip-
making plant 

https://www.wsj.c
om/articles/samsu
ng-to-choose-
taylor-texas-for-
17-billion-
chipmaking-
factory-
11637627613?mo
d=djemalertNEWS 

2021 

Scollar Santa Rosa Kansas City HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/kansas
city/news/2019/0
4/17/scollar-
headquarters-
kansas-city-
move.html 2019 

Shmoop University, 
Inc. 

Mountain View Arizona HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/phoen
ix/news/2019/07/
01/silicon-valley-
edtech-company-
founded-by-
former.html 2019 
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ShutterFly, Inc. 
(HQ2) 

Redwood City Minnesota HQ2  

https://www.start
ribune.com/shutte
rfly-to-move-up-
to-100-jobs-from-
california-to-eden-
prairie/567407072
/ 2020 

Simwon America 
Corp. 

Lathrop Texas 
EV parts 
manufacturing 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/austin
/news/2021/06/1
6/simwon-
manufacturer-
grabs-space-in-
kyle.html 2021 

Smartrise 
Engineering 

Sacramento Texas HQ move 
https://www.smar
trise.us/smartrise-
takes-over-texas/ 2018 

Smarty-Pits Tehachapi Oregon HQ move 

https://www.bend
bulletin.com/busin
ess/new-
businesses-set-up-
shop-in-central-
oregon-even-in-a-
pandemic/article_
5ad91460-7ba3-
11eb-85ca-
53b86da58c82.ht
ml 2021 

Solvd Health Carlsbad Chicago HQ move 

https://rebusiness
online.com/solvd-
health-to-relocate-
headquarters-
from-california-to-
chicagos-lincoln-
park/ 2021 

Space Channel Inc. Los Angeles Texas HQ move 

https://www.valle
ycentral.com/spac
ex/space-channel-
relocates-to-the-
rio-grande-valley-
highlighting-space-
x/ 2021 

Suzuki Marine USA Brea Florida HQ move 

https://www.tamp
abay.com/news/b
usiness/2021/02/0
4/suzuki-marine-
picks-tampa-for-
corporate-
headquarters/ 2021 

Synergy Blue Palm Desert Las Vegas HQ move 

https://www.casin
o.org/news/syner
gy-blue-moves-hq-
to-vegas-to-push-
skill-based-games-
to-casinos/ 2019 

Tachyum San Jose Nevada HQ move 
https://www.hpc
wire.com/off-the-
wire/tachyum- 2020 
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moves-us-
worldwide-hq-to-
nevada/ 

Tailift Material 
Handling USA 

Ontario Houston HQ move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/houst
on/news/2021/05
/27/interwood-
tailift-material-
handling-gcp-
paper.html 2021 

TCS Healthcare 
Technologies 

Auburn 
North 
Carolina 

HQ move 

https://www.wilm
ingtonbiz.com/mo
re_news/2021/06/
18/wilmington-
based_health_car
e_technology_busi
ness_makes_acqui
sition_plans_more
_hires/21973 2021 

theBalm Alameda Reno 
HQ move and 
distribution facility 
expansion 

https://www.nnb
w.com/news/2020
/aug/20/four-
companies-
relocating-
expanding-to-
reno-sparks/ 2020 

TV4 Entertainment Venice Florida HQ move 

https://news.orlan
do.org/blog/tv4-
entertainment-
relocates-global-
operations-to-
orlando-region/ 2019 

Unstoppable 
Domains 

San Francisco Reno HQ move 

https://thisisreno.
com/2020/08/new
-employers-bring-
jobs-technology-
and-higher-pay-to-
reno-region/ 2020 

Upstart Network Inc. 
(HQ2) 

San Carlos Ohio HQ2  

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/colum
bus/news/2019/1
2/04/cbf-cool-
offices-upstarts-
columbus-hq2-
could-grow.html 2019 

UroDev Medical San Clemente Minnesota HQ move 

https://www.medi
caltubingandextru
sion.com/smart-
urinary-catheter-
company-moves-
to-minneapolis-
changes-its-name-
to-urodev/ 2021 

Waterlogic USA, Inc. Concord Texas HQ move 

https://www.dalla
snews.com/busine
ss/economy/2019
/12/06/uk-
company-moving- 2019 
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north-american-
headquarters-
from-california-to-
grapevine/ 

Weatherby Inc. Paso Robles Wyoming 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://www.amer
icanhunter.org/art
icles/2019/6/13/w
eatherby-s-
monumental-
move 2019 

Weiss Watch Co. Torrance Nashville 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://www.bizjo
urnals.com/nashvi
lle/news/2020/11/
12/weiss-watch-
company-
nashville.html 2020 

William Glen Inc. Sacramento Texas HQ move 

https://californiagl
obe.com/articles/l
eaving-california-
mark-snyder-
interview-is-
sacramento-and-
california-in-a-
post-hope-period/ 2021 

Woodward Inc. Duarte Colorado 
HQ/manufacturing 
move 

https://milehighcr
e.com/woodward-
inc-relocates-
from-california-to-
former-
headquarters-in-
fort-collins-
creates-300-new-
aerospace-jobs/ 2018 

Xos Inc. Glassell Park Tennessee 

EV truck 
manufacturing; 
battery 
manufacturing 

https://www.benz
inga.com/news/s
mall-
cap/21/07/219844
47/exclusive-xos-
ceo-talks-flex-
manufacturing-
customer-reach-
vehicle-deliveries-
on-spacs-attack 2020 

Yeezy Calabasas Wyoming HQ move 

https://www.highs
nobiety.com/p/ka
nye-west-yeezy-
campus-wyoming-
ranch/ 2020 

Zeiss Vision Care San Diego Kentucky HQ move 

https://www.visio
nmonday.com/lat
est-
news/article/zeiss-
vision-care-moves-
us-headquarters-
to-kentucky-and-
completes-
hightech-lab-
there/ 2021 
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Employment 948k Below Recovery 
 
EDD reported that employment (seasonally adjusted; October preliminary) was up 32,700 from the 
revised September numbers, while the number of unemployed was down by 41,200.  
 
The reported unemployment rate improved 0.2 point to 7.3% compared to 4.3% in February 2020 prior 
to the pandemic. California again tied with Nevada for the highest unemployment rate among the 
states.  
 
The national results again were somewhat stronger, with total US employment rising 359,000, and the 
number of unemployed dropping 255,000. The reported unemployment rate improved 0.2 point to 
4.6%, compared to 3.5% in February 2020.  
 

Seasonally Adjusted California     US   

  Oct 2021 
Change 

from Sep 

2021 

  Oct 2021 
Change 

from Sep 

2021 

Unemployment Rate 7.3% -0.2   4.6% -0.2 

Labor Force 
19,022,40

0 
0.0%   

161,458,00
0 

0.1% 

Participation Rate 61.1% -0.1   61.6% 0.0 

Employment 
17,639,10

0 
0.2%   

154,039,00
0 

0.2% 

Unemployment 1,383,200 -2.9%   7,419,000 -3.3% 

 
 

Not Seasonally 
Adjusted 

California     US   

  Oct 2021 

Change 

from Oct 
2020 

  Oct 2021 

Change 

from Oct 
2020 

Unemployment Rate 6.1% -3.2   4.3% -2.3 

Labor Force 
19,103,50

0 
1.1%   

161,863,00
0 

0.5% 

Participation Rate 61.4% 0.6   61.8% 0.1 

Employment 
17,936,80

0 
4.7%   

154,966,00
0 

3.0% 

Unemployment 1,166,700 -33.6%   6,896,000 -35.1% 

 

 
 
In the seasonally adjusted numbers, California employment remains 948,600 (5.1%) below the 
pre-pandemic level in February 2020; the rest of the states combined were 2.7% below. 
California was the 10th lowest ranked by employment recovery level, while 10 states were 
above the pre-pandemic February 2020 employment levels. 
 
 
 
 

Figure Sources: California Employment Development 
Department; US Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Labor Force Participation Rate  
  
The labor force participation rate dipped 0.1 point to 61.0%, while the US number was unchanged at 
61.6%. The California rate remains well below the pre-pandemic level of 62.5%, which in turn was down 
substantially from prior years. Accounting for workers leaving the workforce since February 2020, there 
were 1.8 million out of work in October. 
 
Nonfarm Jobs: 886k Below Recovery 
 
Nonfarm wage and salary jobs were up 47,400 (seasonally adjusted) in October, while gains in 
September were revised down by 9,600.  
 
Compared to the February 2020 numbers (seasonally adjusted) just prior to the pandemic, nonfarm 
wage and salary jobs in California were 886,300 short of recovery, or 21.1% of the national shortfall.  
 
California had the 14th lowest rate of jobs recovery. In the seasonally adjusted numbers, two states—
Utah and Idaho—continue to exceed the pre-pandemic levels, moving from recovery to growth.  
 
 
Jobs Change by Industry 
 
Using the unadjusted numbers that allow a more detailed look at industry shifts, 6 industries showed job 
levels at or exceeding the pre-pandemic February 2020 levels. The strongest lags in recovery continue to 
the those lower-wage industries that were hardest hit by the state-ordered closures: Arts, 
Entertainment & Recreation, Accommodation, Other Services, and Food Services. The relative levels of 
Government and Educational Services continue to be affected by seasonal factors as schools continued 
reopening in October. 
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Employment Recovery by Region 
 
Comparing October employment to pre-pandemic February 2020, Los Angeles Region lagged 
behind the rest of the state, showing a loss of 6.6% and containing 49% of the total 
employment shortfall in the state compared to 29% of the total population. Central Coast and 
Upstate California remained in the growth category. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22

California Center for Jobs and the Economy 1301 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 www.centerforjobs.org



Unemployment Rates by Legislative Districts 
 
The highest and lowest estimated unemployment rates in October are shown below.  
 

Lowest CD18 (Eshoo-D) 3.0 SD13 (Hill-D) 3.3 AD28 (Low-D) 3.0 

 CD17 (Khanna-D) 3.7 SD15 (Beall-D) 3.8 AD24 (Berman-D) 3.3 

 CD12 (Pelosi-D) 3.8 SD11 (Wiener-D) 4.0 AD22 (Mullin-D) 3.3 

 CD14 (Speier-D) 3.9 SD10 (Wieckowski-D) 4.1 AD16 (Bauer-Kahan-D) 3.6 

 CD52 (Peters-D) 4.1 SD36 (Bates-R) 4.2 AD25 (Chu-D) 3.8 

 CD02 (Huffman-D) 4.1 SD39 (Atkins-D) 4.3 AD17 (Chiu-D) 3.8 

 CD15 (Swalwell-D) 4.1 SD37 (Moorlach-R) 4.3 AD06 (Kiley-R) 3.9 

 CD19 (Lofgren-D) 4.3 SD02 (McGuire-D) 4.4 AD10 (Levine-D) 4.0 

 CD49 (Levin-D) 4.3 SD01 (Dahle-R) 4.5 AD73 (Brough-R) 4.0 

 CD45 (Porter-D) 4.3 SD17 (Monning-D) 4.9 AD78 (Gloria-D) 4.1 
 

       

Highest CD29 (Cardenas-D) 7.8 SD22 (Rubio-D) 7.1 AD46 (Nazarian-D) 8.8 

 CD37 (Bass-D) 7.9 SD12 (Caballero-D) 7.4 AD26 (Mathis-R) 9.0 

 CD32 (Napolitano-D) 7.9 SD18 (Hertzberg-D) 7.9 AD36 (Lackey-R) 9.2 

 CD28 (Schiff-D) 8.0 SD21 (Wilk-R) 8.5 AD31 (Arambula-D) 9.3 

 CD34 (Gomez-D) 8.7 SD24 (Durazo-D) 8.8 AD32 (Salas-D) 9.6 

 CD16 (Costa-D) 8.9 SD35 (Bradford-D) 8.8 AD63 (Rendon-D) 9.8 

 CD21 (Cox-D) 9.5 SD30 (Mitchell-D) 9.0 AD51 (Carrillo-D) 9.9 

 CD40 (Roybal-Allard-D) 9.5 SD33 (Gonzalez-D) 9.1 AD64 (Gipson-D) 10.3 

 CD51 (Vargas-D) 10.6 SD40 (Hueso-D) 9.4 AD59 (Jones-Sawyer-D) 10.4 

 CD44 (Barragan-D) 10.6 SD14 (Hurtado-D) 10.4 AD56 (Garcia-D) 11.3 
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Unemployment Rates by Region 

Unemployment rates (not seasonally adjusted) compared to pre-pandemic February 2020 show Los 
Angeles Region remaining the second worst in the state. 

Oct-21 Feb-20 

California 6.4 4.3 

Bay Area 4.6 2.7 

Orange County 5.0 7.0 

Central Coast 5.3 4.6 

Sacramento 5.5 4.5 

Central Sierra 5.5 8.4 

Upstate California 5.9 2.8 

San Diego/Imperial 6.1 3.9 

Inland Empire 6.6 3.7 

Los Angeles 7.9 6.3 

Central Valley 8.0 3.8 

Figure Source: California Employment Development Department 

MSAs with the Worst Unemployment Rates 

California again had 11 of the MSAs among the 25 regions with the worst unemployment rates 
in September, including El Centro MSA (Imperial County) with the worst unemployment rate in 
the nation.  

MSA 
September 
Unemp. Rate 

Rank (out 
of 389) 

El Centro MSA 18.1% 389 

Visalia-Porterville MSA 9.3% 387 

Bakersfield MSA 8.7% 385 

Merced MSA 8.2% 384 

Hanford-Corcoran MSA 8.0% 380 

Fresno MSA 7.8% 379 

Stockton-Lodi MSA 7.5% 376 

Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim MSA 7.4% 374 

Madera MSA 7.3% 372 

Yuba City MSA 7.2% 371 

Modesto MSA 6.9% 365 
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